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- Disconnecting
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Sewer
Backups

Connected downspouts —
what are they?

Many older hames, especially in cir-
wew, have gumers connected direcrly
to the xan:itn.r_y.:nmr. This m=gnz
that rain fram the roof runs diresctly
o the sewer. Mot all downspours
that ook like this ;'rirlll.m aAre CIMl-
nected to the sanimry sewer; some
Iy Empsy in i storm drain,

or public works depurtment o find

ot il vour connected downspoue empties inte the
LARILALY SEwer

Why is this a problem?

ﬂ'll." Pmbll.'m jl: oo Tlu.u:l'l WHITCT: g!'ll'l.irﬂ r.\"ﬁfwfl_'
sysrems can only handle o cemain amount of warer,
During a rainstorm, warer gets i the sewer from
connected downspats and other sources, When
there 15 too much warer for the spszem, the excess
buas to o semewhere, and thar somewhere o ofen
somebady’s busernens,

a manhole, or 2 nearky
creek or mver. Munic-
palities have a legal re-
I._IEIJ.RHHEI“ Lii] “W Warer
from overllowing eut of
sewens, Even if the water
does nor overllow, irs
sill & problem, because
thie wastewaer treatrmcng
plane has o trear the
CXII WATEE

Why should you care?

Sewape backups and overflows are meisy, costly, and
actheeat w hialeh and the envirasnment.

Cleaning howsa, When there i a sewer backup mem
i house, the homeswner may liave m pay the cost

Cﬂ!l Your BL'FCI.I SEWET !'lr'.\IIEI'I'J Illrl'll'll'il.'.}'

v chean up,

mr]ﬂlr dﬂmﬂgﬁ.
anmd r:pls.uue
ruined carpers

u.ﬂd Fl.lmimm
Basie homenwner's
nsErance often
I'J.l:ﬂ Nt COveT

this darmage (unles the policy has an added clawse

o “rides™h

Health. Raw sewage containg micronrganisms that
can cause diseases such as ]wpal:'lris. gjnrdi:wis. and
SSIOENLETIT.

Lang term environ-
mental damage.

Faw srwage i streams
ind lakes can cause
illnesses in fish, kall
axpuearic life, and make rhe

wcer uimsable for swim-

:rn:ing. Eshi:nE;. and asa

drinking water source,

Higher costs maan higher utility rates. The urlicy
engds up treaning the exrm warer, and may even have oo
increase the size of the erearmens plant. The uriligy may
also have to pay fines when v sewage bs released m
l'II.E envirnoment, Iﬂl:r{'ﬂﬂd I.IHIIi[.i-' COHETS ane mﬂd

along o conswmers as mte mcreases.

What can you do?

You should check to see whether disconnecring yoor
homes divenapoues can help solve the problem. Das-
connection is uamally asimple, relagvely inexpensive
process. The steps are shown on the inside of this
berochure, Your bocal sewer svstem authodity or public
works deparmment should be able to rell whehier vour
downspouts are connected 1o the sanitary sewer and,
if s, whether disconnecrien makes sense.

Yong can alse ler ocher people know why dosr-
sponiats. need o be discosmecred and how sewer over-
flows cost the entire Sommunicy,



Check Before You Start

The seeps caslined bebow are general guidelines bor disconnec-
img dewmspous and do noc apply in all simacions. Conmer
your local sewer srstemn authoring ae public works deparement
v s what specific guidanee is available and 10 obmin imfar
marian an local conditians, matenals, and mg'.ﬂ.uxms. Yo
may wint, or be required, o hire a professsanal conmmacar or
r']l.l.ll'll."rr (el éﬂ |J|I: m. Il'l..‘il:ll'l'll:' arsas, an |F3F-I_‘|,'[|I_'l|'| I,'lFl_Ilc'
duconnection is alse required, Be aware, wo, thae same mu-
nicipalities discoirage or prahibit dovwnspout discennection
due to bacal zoning o concems shout i,

Lse of rhe infoimation proveded in thes brochure 1
vohuntary, The erganizations dat prepared this brochure
assums oo respoasibility for consequences arising fram
its e and specifically disclabm all habilicy for damages
afamy kind arisiog aur af or resultng from the use of
the infgrmation in rhis brochisre,

1. Tools and materials you are likely to nead:

safety glasses bucker {for concrerel

wark gloves spare gisTer pipe
hammer splash Block
chized gurer “elbows” ar
hacksaw other discharge devices
=|1{'.1:<u:|i|'||;_ e ﬂexﬂﬁn"cumlg,uled F|i|w
wrew driver conerere mix (o other permanent,
eronwel ar arher weatherprood seadanr)
digging taals plastic baor cap
1. Safety

lake sure thar you have the safety equipment dhar you nesd,
ncluding work gloves and safery glasses. Many disconiee-
tong invalee hammernng and sawing which can be hasand
s b your eyes. Aluminum guners can be exremely sharp
after beang cur, s progect your hands wich work gloves

3. Call before digging

I you busry pant of wous discharge pipe. remember thar
even digging 4 shallow treach can sover 1 wtility line. To be
safe, call voAr local unlisses (mase jurisdicrions b & Scall
beefire: you g™ hot line s make sure you avoid digging
e service lines.

Your Dovwnspout

Disconnection Steps

STEF 1 — Remowve
dawrnspout from boot
Lindess your gurmer downspog
can I'.E rJ.'\.I|} II.F'I'!d e I'IF I'J'l.!'
bt your Il meed wo cut it just
i r-(.v.' mches Jhl'l'.'! rl!l" I.'l_ll:ll—
muaking sure thar you've lefr
enough room for the down-
spaut “elbow” or acher end-
of-pige device,
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5TEP 2 — Remoaove the
boot (Optional)

Your can Jeave the oot in place,
or remave the boot for @ more
Finished look. To remeve the beat,
cur iv with a hacksaw, or hammer
and chisel. Be sure v wear safery
glasses, and retove sharp edpes
El'ilT I'errlui:n on rI'l.ﬂ I:liF‘E .'IFIL"I
cuTing

STEP 3 — Beal the boot
The bawt must e permanendy
sealed o kosp water (rom enter-
in.g the sewer line. Thene an
different ways m-sal the pipe
so hefare pnmding. check
i Finnd out what agproach s
Hlmmfndl’d h'ﬂ.' :.I,'lll]' Arsa
Some jursdictions saggest
the Fﬂ”nwiﬂg merhiod

I'lee pipe can be sealed with
vimerete or other masenal thar makes a permanenz. weath-
erpraaf seal. Before starting, check the pipe to males sure
that yoa will nac black any ather punczion (such s vour

& Bk Comrtoreimtiom

:

WJS'III'I!{ machine |:||.-.||.|||nE_ oo the same J_~i|'-;_| Then p|,|_$||
balked-up newspaper aghtly three or four inches down inmo
che hne. Make sure char the it is snig, athersise the von-
crete coubd actually block che sewer. Carsfully pour the
consrese of acher marcrial thas gives a permanent weathes-
prroid seal into che prpe. and smaath the rop surface.

Cheher aseas donor seeoinmend using neaspaper
and Sggest the wse of Fricrion or sewer |:-|ugs, which
are olven available from hcensed contraciors.

STER 4 — Redirect rainwater with
end-af-pipe device(s)

e kst stejr 1% tir reclirwet the raimwsger dway from
the bouse, The oxor gppeoach depends on andividual
I.'l?ﬂdi”nl“. II 15 1Im [Klr!.'ll'lr 1h}|[ |I-|I‘ Fagmwarer Iii_ﬁ'_h“;g{-
a safe distance from
vonr feundarian {three
of four Feer 1y usnally
=np:|l.|[1,i.'1_l. thar che run-
off & not o nuzsance
1o poir nighbyos, or
causes acher prablems,
like discharging acrss
& sidewalk o thar jce
Foenss i the wancer.
Somerimes all thar
ix teeded ix an “efbaw” pipe 1o the bomam of the gurcer
demspout and a plastic or conerere splashblock. Other
sicuations (such as sloping ground) may require 3 differene
"h‘ll.l.l il.'Fl'l.. -rhElT' area ﬂuﬂll.'l.'l' -\.-.\ch'f'l:ﬁ WJ.lIJI'IIE Llﬂﬁiglﬂtl
o channel the rrimwarer aseay from your hame (ask 2 bard-
ware sture to recommiend the bet one for vour meeds).
Check wich your lecal sewer spstens autharity or
pahlic works department for orher redirection optiens
IR P A,

R TV AE

Disconnection is usually a simple,

refatively inexpensive process

Special Situations

Steep Siopes

I the gutber is mext o
o steep :-\L:I-Ell_‘. he care-
ful thar the discharge
from the new dewi-
spron will oy wash
iy soal om the hill-
sede. There are two
watys o avosd this
arrach & pipe long enough w draan the mibwaner o s
safe arem, or szl an armchenent thar conrmls how fase

0l Cim Py RO

warer comes out ol the BUELEL ."'.|'rv-:|.}'-. rmake sure chai you
are not draiming warer oam0 a neighbors propery and chat
ruraf Fram your desmspauts does nor cawse erasion or
Hoding of your neighbors vaed, Do nos discharge

SECFITTARLIED o0 I.'Iﬂ'il! o your prl:-pcrn' IEII!-E‘

Extended Boot

E;V‘JIII.' l.l|d{‘r I'l':lll'l\.'! ]Iu'-'l.' blﬂ“l
thar extend several feer absove the
EHII.II.'IIJ. 1:.|:l|.|. can IEﬂ\'E rl'u': I\m
i plage and permanently sl the
fop of the Pupe Lstep 3 or you
cam remave the tall boar, 1F you
remeave the boae, Yl will usuially
need 1o install & new sectsen of
pmrrer pipe and then an end-of-
pige device {step 4]
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Inadequats Drainage

Some gutters may be locared onvery far grousd with on
place for the warer re drain, Omne solurson is 1o pipe the
water safely away From che howss with 2 pipe acched m
the dewnspouts “elbow.” Another aptm is 10 use a deviee
thar will disperse the warer enough so char iv doesn't form
i puddie. Make sure chat it s draming away From your
foundarion,



