
                                                 INMAN CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 

OCTOBER 13, 2014 
6:00 P.M. 

MAYOR CORNELIUS HUFF CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER.   

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION STATEMENT WAS READ BY MAYOR HUFF 
CONCERNING NOTIFICATION OF THIS MEETING.   

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION WAS LED BY INMAN POLICE 
CHAPLAIN BILL HOLLAND.   

COUNCILMEMBERS GINGER MORROW, RAY ROGERS, JR AND NEWLY ELECTED 
COUNCILMEMBER MELVIN FOWLER WERE PRESENT. COUNCILMEMBER NEWMAN 
WAS ABSENT DUE TO BEING ON A BUSINESS TRIP WITH HIS WIFE.   

COUNCILMEMBER MORROW MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE AGENDA, 
SECOND TO THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER FOWLER, MOTION 
WAS CARRIED WITH ALL VOTING. 

MS. MARLI HANKS, RESIDENT OF INMAN AND CHAPMAN HIGH 9TH GRADER 
APPEARED BEFORE COUNCIL TO REQUEST A RUSTIC BENCH THAT HER FATHER 
SAW BEHIND THE ARMORY AND HER FAMILY IS CREATING A BACK YARD HANG 
OUT PLACE FOR HER FRIENDS AND FAMILY AND SHE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THIS 
BENCH TO BE USED IN HER BACKYARD. CITY ADMINISTRATOR DOUG BURNS 
EXPLAINED THAT THERE WAS AN EXISTING BUSINESS IN ONE OF THE BUILDINGS 
AND WHEN THE BUSINESS LEFT THEY LEFT THE BENCH SO THE CITY DOES NOT 
OWN IT EVEN THOUGH IT’S ON CITY PROPERTY. DOUG STATED THAT THE BENCH 
WAS IN DISREPAIR SO IT WAS RELOCATED TO THE ARMORY. DOUG SUGGESTED 
THAT THE CITY RUN AN AD TO SEE IF THE OWNER OF THE BENCH WILL CLAIM IT 
BUT HE JUST FOUND OUT THAT THE CHIEF OF POLICE KNOWS WHO THE OWNER IS 
AND WILL CONTACT HER TO SEE IF SHE WANTS IT BACK. MAYOR HUFF STATED 
THAT COUNCIL WILL AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO HANDLE THIS 
AND HE WILL CONTACT MISS HANKS REGARDING THE BENCH. 

MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 8, 2014 REGULAR MEETING WERE DISTRIBUTED BUT 
NOT READ. COUNCILMEMBER ROGERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2014 MINUTES, SECOND TO THE MOTION WAS MADE BY 
COUNCILMEMBER MORROW, MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL VOTING. 
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 25, 2014 SPECIAL MEETING WERE DISTRIBUTED BUT 
NOT READ. COUNCILMEMBER MORROW MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE 
SEPTEMBER 25, 2014 MINUTES, SECOND TO THE MOTION WAS MADE BY 
COUNCILMEMBER ROGERS, MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL VOTING. 

POLICE CHIEF KEITH TUCKER REPORTED 37 CRIMINAL, 78 TRAFFIC, AND 7 
ACCIDENTS TOTALLING $6,750.00 IN DAMAGES FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER, 
2014. KEITH ALSO REPORTED THAT THEY HAD SOLVED THREE (3) BURGLARIES 
WHERE A BUSINESS HAD BEEN BROKEN INTO, HAS RECEIVED TWO (2) GRANTS 
FROM THE STATE TOTALLING $19,050 TO PURCHASE IN CAR VIDEOS & NEW 
TASERS, THE 5K RUN FOR THE VETS HELD ON OCTOBER 4, 2014 HAD A GOOD TURN 



OUT, AND THE “BOO ON BLACKSTOCK” WILL BE HELD ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, 
2014 FROM 5-8 PM.  

FIRE CHIEF CHRIS COTHRAN REPORTED 13 CALLS FOR THE PERIOD OF 09/08/2014 
THRU 10/13/2014 WITH 2-ASSIST AMBULANCE, 1- COMMERCIAL FIRE ALARM, 1-
BRUSH FIRE, 1-EXTRICATION RESPONSE, 1- CHECK SMOKE IN AREA, 1- 
RESIDENTIAL FIRE ALARM, 1-SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT, 1- LINES DOWN, AND 4 
LOCKOUTS. CHRIS ALSO REPORTED THAT THEY HAVE BEEN BUSY DOING FIRE 
PREVENTION WITH SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES AND THEY PASSED OUT A LOT OF 
FIRE PREVENTION MATERIAL ON HARVEST DAY AND MADE SEVERAL CONTACTS 
FOR NEW MEMBERS. CHRIS ALSO REPORTED THAT ON THE NIGHT OF THE 
COMMUNITY MEETING “A NIGHT WITH MAYOR HUFF” THEY ALONG WITH INMAN 
COMMUNITY FIRE DEPARTMENT WILL BE HANDING OUT FLYERS CONCERNING 
THE SC FORESTRY’S PROGRAM “FIREWISE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM” WHICH 
ENCOURAGES LOCAL SOLUTIONS FOR SAFETY BY INVOLVING HOMEOWNERS IN 
TAKING INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR PREPARING THEIR HOMES FROM THE 
RISK OF WILDFIRE.  

SEWER SUPERINTENDENT JEFF BAILEY SUBMITTED THE TOP TEN WORK HISTORY 
SUMMARY REPORT FOR THE PERIOD OF 09/08/14 THRU 10/13/14 WITH COLLECTION 
LINES WITH THE MOST HOURS AND SAMPLING & GRASS CUTTING CAME IN 
SECOND. JEFF ALSO REPORTED THAT THEY REPAIRED A SINK HOLE, RECEIVED A 
SATISFACTORY PRETREATMENT INSPECTION, AND THEY WILL BE ISSUING NEW 
PERMITS TO ALL THE INDUSTRIES ON THE SEWER SYSTEM. 

MR. HEATH FOWLER OF THE STREETS/MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT REPORTED 
CUTTING GRASS, PUTTING OUT MULCH & TRIMMING TREES,  AND PLACING THE 
HARVEST DAY BANNER. HEATH ALSO REPORTED THAT SIX (6) TREES AT THE 
DOCTORS OFFICE (SPARTANBURG REGIONAL) ON ASHEVILLE HWY HAVE BEEN 
CUT IN HALF AND CAN BE A PROBLEM WITH A STRONG WIND OR ICE BECAUSE 
THEY WILL EITHER FALL ON THE DOCTORS OFFICE OR ON THE POWER LINES.  
COUNCILMEMBER ROGERS QUESTIONED OF THE CITY WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
TAKING DOWN THE OLD INMAN SIGN ON ASHEVILLE HWY AND HEATH REPLIED 
YES.  
COUNCILMEMBER ROGERS ALSO QUESTIONED IF THE TWO (2) “NO PARKING” 
SIGNS AT THE AMERICAN LEGION MONUMENT ARE THE CITY’S RESPONSIBILITY 
BECAUSE THEY LOOK REALLY BAD AND HEATH REPLIED THAT HE IS NOT SURE 
BUT HE WILL TAKE THEM UP.  
COUNCILMEMBER MORROW QUESTIONED IF WE NEEDED TO CONTACT 
SPARTANBURG REGIONAL ABOUT THE TREES THAT WERE CUT IN HALF.  
FIRE CHIEF CHRIS COTHRAN STATED THAT SPARTANBURG REGIONAL CAME UP 
AND FILED A POLICE REPORT SO THEY ARE AWARE OF THE SITUATION. POLICE 
CHIEF KEITH TUCKER STATED THAT HE HAS TALKED WITH THE MAINTENANCE 
MAN WITH SPARTANBURG REGIONAL BECAUSE THE TREES DO NEED TO COME 
DOWN BEFORE IT GETS COLD AND THEY WERE TAKING BIDS TO CONTRACT OUT 
THE WORK  AND THIS SHOULD BE DONE WITHIN THE NEXT WEEK OR SO BUT IF 
NOT HE WILL CONTACT THIS MAINTENANCE PERSON. MAYOR HUFFASKED THAT 
THE POLICE CHIEF GET WITH THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR ON THIS SITUATION.  

MAYOR HUFF ANNOUNCED THAT THE FIREMEN AND HEATH HAVE BEEN WORKING 
HARD TO BEAUTIFY THE DOWN AND THERE ARE A FEW MORE PLANS AND 
PROJECTS TO COME. 



CITY ADMINISTRATOR DOUG BURNS REPORTED THAT THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION FORWARDED SOME RECOMMENDATIONS TO CITY COUNCIL BUT 
DOUG NEEDS MORE TIME TO GET WITH STAFF BEFORE COUNCIL’S APPROVAL ON 
THE RECOMMENDATIONS AND THEY ARE: 
1.  LANDSCAPE PLAN FOR THE “WELCOME TO INMAN” SIGNS. DOUG STATED THAT 
HE WILL NEED TO GET WITH HEATH FOWLER TO DISCUSS WHAT KINDS OF PLANTS 
TO USE AND THE LIGHTING SYSTEM.  

2. SIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT FOR SIGNAGE ALONG THE TRAIL SYSTEM FOR STORY 
BOOK.  DOUG STATED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION WANTS COUNCIL TO 
FORM A COMMITTEE TO STUDY THIS BUT HE SUGGESTS COUNCIL WAIT TILL 
STAFF DEVELOPS AN OVERLAY DISTRICT TO TAKE TO THEM SO THEY WILL HAVE 
SOMETHING TO DISCUSS.  

DOUG REPORTED THAT HE HAD BEEN TOLD BY SOMEONE THAT THIS PAST 
HARVEST DAY WAS THE LARGEST TURNOUT HE HAD EVER SEEN AND DOUG 
FEELS THAT THE “DESTINATION INMAN” MAGAZINE AND OTHER 
ADVERTISEMENTS HAVE PAID OFF TO BRING TOURISTS TO TOWN. DOUG ALSO 
REMINDED EVERYONE OF THE COMMUNITY MEETING “A NIGHT OUT WITH 
MAYOR HUFF” WITH FOOD AND A MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER WILL BE HELD AT 
CHAPMAN HIGH SCHOOL ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2014 BEGINNING AT 5:30 
PM.  

COUNCILMEMBER MORROW MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND READING ON 
ORDINANCE #14-17, AN ORDINANCE SETTING A FRANCHISE FEE RATE FOR CABLE 
SERVICE PROVIDERS UPON EXPIRATION OR TERMINATION OF AN EXISTING 
FRANCHISE FOR CABLE SERVICE, SECOND TO THE MOTION WAS MADE BY 
COUNCILMEMBER FOWLER, MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL VOTING. 

COUNCILMEMBER ROGERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND READING ON 
ANNEXATION ORDINANCE #14-19, 100 PERCENT PETITION METHOD FOR TAX MAP # 
1-44-11-146.01, SECOND TO THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER 
MORROW, MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL VOTING.  

COUNCILMEMBER MORROW READ ORDINANCE #14-21, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP FOR THE CITY OF INMAN, SC. COUNCILMEMBER 
ROGERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE FIRST READING ON ORDINANCE #14-21, 
SECOND TO THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER FOWLER, MOTION 
CARRIED WITH ALL VOTING. 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR DOUG BURNS STATED THAT SPARTANBURG PUTS OUT A 
VISITORS GUIDE WHICH IS DISPLAYED IN ALL THE WELCOME CENTERS ALONG 
THE INTERSTATES, CONVENTION CENTER BUREAUS AND TRADE CENTERS. DOUG 
STATED IT’S A GOOD WAY TO GET ADVERTISEMENT BECAUSE A FULL PAGE FRONT 
INSIDE PAGE IS $2000, BACK OUTSIDE PAGE IS $2500.00, FULL INTERIOR PAGE IS 
$800, TWO (2) PAGE SPREAD IS $1350.00 AND HALF PAGE FOR $500. DOUG STATED 
THAT THIS WILL QUALIFY FOR HOSPITALTY TAX FUNDS AND HE FEELS THAT THIS 
WILL GET THE WORD OUT ABOUT WHAT’S GOING ON IN INMAN. DOUG STATED 
THAT HE HAS TO LET THEM KNOW IF THE CITY IS GOING TO PURCHASE AN AD IN 
TWO TO THREE DAYS AND WE HAVE TO LET THEM KNOW WHAT THE AD WILL SAY 
BY OCTOBER 26, 2014.  
TERRI NEWMARK OF THE INMAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE STATED THAT THE 
CHAMBER HAS HAD ADS IN THE PAST BUT THEY HAVE MISSED THE DEADLINES 
FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS.  



COUNCILMEMBER ROGERS STATED THAT COUNCIL HAS MADE DECISIONS TO 
TAKE SOME ADVERTISEMENTS AWAY WHICH HAS SAVED US SOME BIG MONEY 
AND HE DOESN’T HAVE A PROBLEM PUTTING IT BACK IN “DESTINATION 
INMAN”AND OTHER SMALL THINGS BUT HE PREFERS A FRONT PAGE OR BACK 
PAGE.   
COUNCILMEMBER MORROW STATED THAT SHE AGREES WITH COUNCILMEMBER 
ROGERS BUT SHE QUESTIONED IF WE NEED TO HAVE AN ARTICLE FOR THE FRONT 
OR BACK PAGE. DOUG STATED THAT HE SUGGESTED ONE PAGE WITH CONTENT 
AND PICTORIAL ON SAME PAGE USING WHAT HAS BEEN DONE WITH 
“DESTINATION INMAN” BUT HE DOESN’T KNOW IF THE FRONT INSIDE OR BACK 
OUTSIDE PAGE HAS ALREADY BEEN TAKEN.  
MAYOR HUFF MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE UP TO $2500 OF HOSPITALITY TAX 
FUNDS FOR THE AD IN THE SPARTANBURG VISITORS GUIDE AND ALLOW THE CITY 
ADMINISTRATOR DOUG BURNS TO NEGOTIATE AND DETERMINE THE BEST 
PROCESS TO ADVERTISE, SECOND TO THE MOTION WAS MADE BY 
COUNCILMEMBER FOWLER, MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL VOTING. 

MAYOR HUFF STATED THAT THE ENTRANCE FLOORS AND HALLWAY OF CITY HALL 
IS IN NEED OF CLEANING AND WAXING AND BASED ON THE THREE BIDS THAT 
WERE RECEIVED THE LOWEST BID IS FROM HINES STRIP SCRUB AND SHINE WHO 
IS A HOMETOWN GUY.  
MAYOR HUFF MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE BID AND AWARD TERRY HINES OF 
HINES STRIP SCRUB AND SHINE WITH A QUOTE OF $600 PLUS $300 QUARTERLY, 
SECOND TO THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER FOWLER, MOTION 
CARRIED WITH ALL VOTING. 

UNDER PUBLIC COMMENTS MS. NANCY LYNN, BUSINESS OWNER OF THE 
FINISHING WORKS ADDRESSED COUNCIL CONCERNING “LIGHT UP INMAN” WHICH 
WAS STARTED IN 2006 TO BRING PEOPLE TO DOWNTOWN INMAN. MS. LYNN 
STATED THAT HER VISION WAS TO LIGHT UP THE WHOLE DOWNTOWN AND IT’S A 
COMMUNITY EFFORT AND AFTER SEVEN YEARS IT’S STILL GOING ON. MS. LYNN 
STATED TO COUNCILMEMBER ROGERS THAT THEY HAVE ALWAYS HAD SUPPORT 
FROM BUSINESSES ON HIGHWAY 176 AND WHEN PEOPLE COME TO OUR EVENT 
THEY ALWAYS EAT AT RESTAURANTS ON HIGHWAY 176. 

UNDER PUBLIC COMMENTS MS. KAY PACK, RESIDENT OF INMAN ADDRESSED 
COUNCIL REGARDING PARKING ON THE SIDEWALK. MS. PACK SHOWED PICTURES 
TO COUNCIL AND STATED THAT INMAN HAS WORKED HARD TO GET THEIR 
WALKING TRAIL AND SIDEWALKS AND SHE SAID THE CITY HAS AN ORDINANCE 
AGAINST PARKING ON THE SIDEWALK. SHE SAID THAT SHE IS NOT TRYING TO PUT 
PEOPLE OUT OF BUSINESS BUT SHE DOESN’T WANT TO WALK OUT IN THE ROAD 
OR IN THE GRASS. 
POLICE CHIEF KEITH TUCKER STATED THAT HE CONTACTED SC DOT AND THE 
PROBLEM IS THAT IT’S NOT MARKED NO PARKING. SC DOT STATED THAT THEY 
WOULD COME OUT AND PLACE “NO PARKING” SIGNS BUT THE INMAN POLICE ARE 
PUTTING OUT ORANGE CONES EVERYDAY. 
MAYOR HUFF STATED THAT WE UNDERSTAND THIS BUT COUNCILMEMBER 
NEWMAN, COUNCILMEMBER MORROW, AND SEVERAL OTHER PEOPLE ALONG 
WITH THE INMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT HAS WORKED REALLY HARD BECAUSE 
OF MS. PACK’S COMPLAINING OF THESE VEHICLES BEING PARKED AT THIS NEW 
BUSINESS WHICH IN THE BEGINNING HAD A FEW CUSTOMERS BUT NOW HAS 
TONS OF CUSTOMERS. MAYOR HUFF ALSO STATED THAT THE INMAN LIBRARY 
GAVE PARKING SPACES FOR THIS BUSINESS TO USE AND WE AS THE CITY WERE 
PREPARED TO RENT A LOT TO SOLVE THIS PARKING ISSUE BUT THIS BUSINESS IS 



MOVING. MAYOR HUFF STATED THAT WHEN YOU CONTINUE TO COMPLAIN AND 
NOT LET THE CITY DO THEIR JOB THEN YOU RUN BUSINESS OUT OF TOWN AND 
THIS BUSINESS IS LEAVING BECAUSE THEY WERE CONTINUALLY BADGERED. 
MAYOR HUFF STATED THAT HE WILL NOT ALLOW BUSINESSES TO BE RUN OUT OF 
TOWN EVEN IF WE HAVE TO CHANGE OUR ORDINANCES. MAYOR HUFF STATED 
THAT IF YOU HAVE A COMPLAINT COME TO US ONE TIME AND LET THE CITY DEAL 
WITH IT. MAYOR STATED THAT WE ARE BRINGING INMAN BACK AND WE ARE 
MOVING FORWARD. 

UNDER COUNCIL TIME COUNCILMEMBER ROGERS ADDRESSED MS. NANCY 
LYNN’S PREVIOUS REMARKS UNDER PUBLIC COMMENTS. COUNCILMEMBER 
ROGERS STATED THAT HE APPRECIATED WHAT SHE HAD TO SAY. ROGERS STATED 
THAT AS A NEW PERSON ON COUNCIL THAT HE WOULD NOT SPEND THE REST OF 
HIS FOURS YEARS DEFENDING HOW HE VOTES ON ISSUES BUT THIS ONE NEEDED 
TO BE ADDRESSED. ROGERS STATED THAT HE HAS LIVED IN INMAN ALL HIS LIFE 
AND HAS ATTENDED ABOUT ALL THE “LIGHT UP INMAN” PROGRAMS THAT HAS 
TAKEN PLACE. ROGERS STATED THAT THE RESOLUTION HE HAD TO VOTE ON 
LAST MONTH WAS TO APPROVE $7500 FOR “LIGHT UP INMAN” WITH NO 
ACCOUNTIBILITY. ROGERS READ OUT LOUD THE MINUTES FROM THE SEPTEMBER 
MEETING IN WHICH HE STATED THAT HE HAD NO PROBLEM WITH “LIGHT UP 
INMAN” BUT HE FEELS THAT IN THE FUTURE HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE “LIGHT 
UP INMAN” INCLUDE HIGHWAY 176. ROGERS STATED THAT HE PUT TOGETHER A 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL IN WHICH HE IS PROPOSING PURCHASING A 40’ TREE TO 
BE THE LARGEST IN THE UPSTATE AND LED LIGHTS TO BE PUT ON THE BUILDINGS 
ON MAIN STREET AND MILL STREET WHICH WILL CHANGE COLORS SO THEY CAN 
BE USED AT OTHER TIMES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. ROGERS STATED THAT IF MS. 
LYNN THOUGHT HIS “NO” VOTE LAST SEPTEMBER MEANT THAT HE WAS AGAINST 
“LIGHT UP INMAN” THEN SHE IS 100% WRONG. ROGERS STATED THAT HE JUST 
WANTED TO KNOW WHO IS GOING TO RUN THE SHOW AND WHO IS 
ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE MONEY BUT THE CITY NEEDS TO GET OUT OF THE 
EVENTS BUSINESS. 

MAYOR HUFF ANNOUNCED THAT HARVEST DAY WAS A HUGE SUCCESS AND HE 
THANKED THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. MAYOR HUFF INVITED EVERYONE TO 
ATTEND THE COMMUNITY MEETING “A NIGHT OUT WITH MAYOR HUFF” ON 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2014 FOR A GOOD TIME WITH FOOD AND A 
MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER. 

AT 6:54 PM COUNCILMEMBER MORROW MADE A MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE 
SESSION TO DISCUSS A CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT, SECOND TO THE MOTION 
WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER FOWLER, MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL VOTING.  

AT 7:20 PM COUNCILMEMBER MORROW MADE A MOTION TO GO OUT OF 
EXECUTIVE SESSION AND BACK TO REGULAR MEETING, SECOND TO MOTION WAS 
MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER ROGERS SECOND, MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL 
VOTING. 

COUNCILMEMBER MORROW MADE A MOTION FOR THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO 
NEGOTIATE A CONTRACT ON MILL STREET, SECOND TO THE MOTION WAS MADE 
COUNCILMEMBER FOWLER, MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL VOTING. 

COUNCILMEMBER ROGERS MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT SUMMITT ENGINEERING 
SERVICES TO EXPEDITE THE DESIGN OF THE SEWER SYSTEM OUT HIGHWAY 292 



ON AN EMERGENCY BASIS, SECOND TO THE MOTION WAS MADE BY 
COUNCILMEMBER FOWLER, MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL VOTING. 

WITH NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:23 PM. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
ROBIN HENDERSON, CITY CLERK 


